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Master’s Message

Greetings from the East,

Brethren thank you for your support of Unity Lodge on a very cold January night. Your 

presence in Lodge was heartwarming.

Our February 4th stated meeting will be of interest to you as we are anticipating the of-

ficial visit of the District Deputy Grand Master for the 3rd masonic district RW. Bro. Ned 

Mamula. , a member of Cochran Lodge #271 The Plains Va. RW. Mamula will be bringing 

us a message from Grand Master Carroll as well as several other interesting topics.

We currently have one brother who is in the process of completing his degrees. There 

will also be petitions read and possible action taken  at our February stated meeting.

The dinners which precede our stated meetings are held at 6:30pm in the Stewart 

Payne dinning hall at Unity Lodge have been well received and attended. If you plan on 

attending this meal and have not attended previously , please RSVP to 

love_2_bingo@yahoo.com, or call 540-636-9688 . Wives and properly invited guests are 

welcome , but please let us know how many meals you require in order that we will be 

prepared. I also remind you of our Saturday Breakfast which is held the last Saturday of 

each month. Jan. date 31st, Feb. date 28th., bring your friends and families , the break-

fast is good and the fellowship is great. Breakfast begins at 8am.

Finally brethren GIVE BLOOD  it is one of the most important things you can do for your 

fellowman.

 

Events

FEBRUARY 4

Dinner ($10)

Stewart C Payne 

Social Hall

6:30

Stated Communication

7:30 pm

FEBRUARY 6

Order of the Eastern 

Star # 6

7:30 pm

FEBRUARY 20

Hiram Royal Arch 

Chapter No. 45

Stated Convocation

7:30 pm

FEBRUARY 28

Last Saturday 

Breakfast

Stewart  C Payne 

Social Hall

8:00 am

Sincerely & Fraternally,

Harry Wesley Hammack

Worshipful Master
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2005 - Wor. Neil Gene Lilly

2007 - Wor. Darryl Bowser

2008 - Wor. Larry Lee Adams, II

2009 - RW Joel David Ratliff, Sr.

2010 - RW Kevin Joseph Davidson

2011 - RW Kevin Joseph Davidson

2012 - RW Scott Douglas Cabazolo

2013 - Wor. Dennis  Mark Haas

2014 - Wor. Melton Roland, Jr.

Living PDDGM:

1985 - RW Ward Easton Myers, Jr.

2001 - RW Arthur Alvin Heiserman

2003 - RW Charles Randal Seaford

2005 - RW Scott Douglas Cabazolo

2007 - RW Kevin Joseph Davidson 

2010 - RW George Oscar Glavis

2013 - RW Joel David Ratliff

Living Past Masters:

1963 - Wor. William Newton Wood

1968 - RW Ward Easton Myers, Jr.

1975 - Wor. Ronald Grant McManus, Sr.

1977 - Wor. Edward William Ahlers

1978 - Wor. Harry Wesley Hammack, Jr.

1979 - Wor. William Amos Hall

1982 - Wor. Darryl E. Windham, Jr.

1985 - Wor. Robert Keith McMillen

1991 - Wor. Timothy Darr

1993 - Wor. Raymond Mickey Moats

1995 - RW Charles Randal Seaford

1998 - RW Arthur Alvin Heiserman

1999 - Wor. Charles Edward Davis

2001 - Wor. David Martin Zuckerman

2002 - RW Scott Douglas Cabazolo

2004 - Wor. Robert Mitchell Cairnes

Masonic Birthdays
George Lee McIntyre  February 9, 2000

Stanley Richard Wade, Jr.  February 11, 1965

James Arthur Hopper  February 13, 1999

James Joseph Broadbent III February 15, 2005

A Masonic Presence at Washington’s Inauguration

David Martin Zuckerman February 16, 1995

Joseph Paul Plazio  February 26, 2011

Bryan Cecil Knupp  February 27, 1986

Stated Agenda

6:30 PM

Dinner 

Stewart C. Payne Social Hall

$10.00 

7:30 PM

Open Master Masons Lodge

7:45 PM

Introductions                  

8:00 PM

Administrative Matters

8:30 PM

Program

9:00 PM

Close Master Masons Lodge
The mention of George Washington's name 

immediately calls to memory the maxim, 

first in war, first in peace, and first in the 

hearts of his countrymen.

Those firsts were not sought by Washington 

for his glory, but accrued to him as he pur-

sued his country's good in a life of public 

service.

In the war for independence the Continen-

tal Congress sought Washington to be the 

colonies General in Chief of the Army of the 

United Colonies. With the achievement of 

peace and independence by a treaty with 

Great Britain, Washington's fellow citizens 

sought him to be a member of the Constitu-

tional Convention and that convention 

elected him its president. The Constitution 

he signed is still in force today. With the 

ratification of the Constitution prepared 

under his leadership, Washington's 

countrymen sought him to be their first 

president.

To our Grand Lodge of Virginia the high-

light of the 200th Anniversary of Wash-

ington's inauguration as President on 

April 30, 1789 is the number of his firsts 

pertinent to the Masonic Fraternity. 

Washington was the first of 14 Masons to 

be inaugurated President. He was the 

first, and to date only Mason serving as 

Master of a Lodge when inaugurated. Al-

so of interest was the Masonic atmo-

sphere at his inaugural ceremony - the 

presence of Brother Masons and the 

Continued on page 4

By Phillip M. Thienel, PM, Herndon Lodge No. 24

From Virginia Masonic Herald Aril 1989



Companions,

I hope this message finds each of you and your family well.

I am pleased to report a very successful and enjoyable Grand High Priest Official Visit to District 15 on 

January 10th hosted by your chapter. Most Excellent Donald Leo McAndrews, 9 Past Grand Priests, 14 Grand Chapter Officers, 

ladies, and numerous companions enjoyed a tremendous lunch prepared and served by the Spurmont BBQ team. Each Chapter in 

the district was represented and all chairs were occupied by our District High Priests and District Team members. Each Chapter 

High Priest presented the Grand High Priest a check for $100 as a donation to the Alzheimer's Association. The remaining food 

was auctioned off and an additional $90 was also donated, making a total contribution to the Alzheimer's Association of $590.00.

February is looking to be a busy month as well. There are degrees scheduled for the  following dates:

Friday, February 6th at 6:30 pm.  Mark Masters Degree at Luray RAC No 4.

Friday, February 20th at 6:30 pm. Select and Royal Masters Degree at Hiram RAC No 45. Our stated convocation will open after 

the degree, a meal and fellowship will follow in the social hall.

Thursday, February 26th at 7:00 pm. Hiram RAC No 45 will host the quarterly Bev Armel Royal Arch School of Instruction.

I encourage you to attend these degrees, monthly stated convocations, and District Schools.  If you need transportation support 

please contact me or our Chapter  Secretary, Companion Kevin Paul Walek. I am looking forward to seeing you.

Holiness to the Lord,

Glen Mayes, HP

 Hiram RAC No. 45

Royal Arch Chapter 

Grand High Priest Official Visit



Great Light of Freemasonry, The Holy Bi-

ble, provided by a Masonic Lodge, St. 

Johns No. 1 of New York.

Another distinction earned by Washing-

ton: he was the first, and to date the only, 

President to receive a unanimous electoral 

college vote.

Brother Washington was initiated into the 

Fraternity in Fredericksburg Lodge on No-

vember 4, 1752 and raised to the degree of 

Master Mason on August 4, 1753. From 

that date to his inauguration he had a long 

history of public service that earned him 

reverence and esteem.

A token of the respect he had earned was 

Alexandria Lodge electing him Master of 

the Lodge on April 28, 1788. Grand Mas-

ter Edmund Randolph, who was also serv-

ing at the time as Governor of Virginia, 

gave approval to the election. On Decem-

ber 20, 1788 the Lodge reelected Washing-

ton for a two-year period. A Lodge history 

speculates Washington's role as Master 

was more of an honorary than ruling and 

governing function.

When Congress notified him on April 14, 

1789 that he was the unanimous choice of 

the electors to be President, Washington 

responded, unanimous suffrage in my fa-

vor scarcely leaves me the alternative for 

an option.

As fifty-seven year old President-elect 

Washington set out in his carriage April 16 

for his inauguration in Federal Hall in 

New York City he was overwhelmed at the 

turnout of friends and citizens, and chil-

dren, who cheered him.

The ovations of people along his route, the 

escorts by militia honor guards and testi-

monial dinners at inns as he traveled for 8 

days through Maryland, Delaware, Penn-

sylvania, to the port at Elizabeth Town, 

N.J. were beyond his expectations. As the 

barge that ferried Washington over the 

water to New York City, accompanied by a 

flotilla of boats filled with his admirers, 

tied up at Wall Street a throng of people 

stood by to welcome him. An observer de-

scribed them like ears of corn standing in a 

cornfield, and as persons who seemed inca-

pable of being satisfied with gazing at this 

man of the people. The affection the people 

displayed for him was truly a testimony that 

he was first in the hearts of his countrymen.

With Washington's arrival in the city, Con-

gress set April 30 for the eventful day of his 

inauguration. Washington waited in solemn 

gravity for the event.

Ceremonies on that day began at sunrise 

with the discharge of artillery fired at old 

Fort George near Bowling Green. At 9 

o'clock church bells rang throughout the city 

for half an hour followed by religious servic-

es offering prayers for the blessing of heaven 

on the new government, favor and protec-

tion on the President, and success and ac-

ceptance of his administration.

The inaugural procession formed early at the 

Presidents house. At noon with city troops 

leading the way Washington's carriage de-

parted for Federal Hall where Congress in 

session awaited him. People in the crowded 

streets cheered. Washington alighted from 

his carriage on arrival and entered into the 

Senate Chamber where the Senate and 

House were assembled. Representative Elias 

Boudinot introduced Washington to the As-

semblage. Washington bowed. Vice Presi-

dent John Adams then conducted 

Washington to his chair. Solemn silence pre-

vailed.

Adams informed Washington that the 

Senate and House were ready to attend 

him to take the oath required by the Con-

stitution. Washington assented. Adams 

escorted Washington to the balcony in 

front of the Senate Chamber in full view 

of a multitude of people on the street, 

leaning out the open windows and stand-

ing on roofs of adjacent buildings. It was 

an inspiring stage scene. Eyes were fixed 

on Washington's appearance. As he came 

out into the open he was greeted by pub-

lic exultations. The demonstration of 

public affection touched Washington to 

the quick. He placed his hand on his heart 

and bowed. The people understood he 

was overcome by their demonstration and 

hushed into profound silence. Washing-

ton sat down on the arm chair next to a 

table covered with crimson cloth. On the 

table on a pillow had been placed a su-

perbly bound Bible that had been bor-

rowed from St. Johns Lodge F. & A. M., 

opened to Psalm 127, Except the Lord 

build the house. (A later-years picture of 

the Bible showed it opened to Genesis: 

13-14)

Robert L. Livingston, Grand Master of 

Masons of the Grand Lodge of New York, 

and Chancellor of the State of New York, 

advanced to Washington's right and read 

slowly the oath required by the Constitu-

tion. Washington with his eyes closed, ac-

cording to an observer, that his whole 

soul might be absorbed in the supplica-

tion, repeated the oath and declared, I 

swear so help me God, and then bowed. 

Secretary of the Senate, Samuel A. Otis, 

lifted the Bible off its crimson cushion 

and held it up to Washington to kiss.

Grand Master Livingston then stepped 

forward, faced the spectators, and ut-

tered, Long live George Washington, 

President of the United States of America. 

A flag was raised on a pole on the cupola 

of the Federal Hall as a signal to the artil-

lery at the battery to fire a salute. Bells 

pealed for joy. Hurrahs of the multitude 

on the streets rent the air. Washington 

again bowed to the people, and then re-

turned to the Senate Chamber.

Continued on from page 2
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2015 Officers2015 Officers2015 Officers2015 Officers
Harry (Wes) Hammack, Jr.

Worshipful Master

Joseph (Jeph) Embree

Senior Warden

Webster (Wes) Theodore Cameron

Junior Warden

Stephen Craig Wheeler

Treasurer

Kevin Paul Walek

Secretary

Kevin McCullough 

Senior Deacon

Ray Nourha

Junior Deacon

Charles Seaford

Chaplain

Jerome Meehan

Senior Steward

Junior Griffith

Junior Steward

Edward Bull

Marshal

Henry (Hank) Elith Larsen, Jr.

Tiler

www.Facebook.com/UnityLodge146

visit our web site at 

http://www.unity146.org

 and our Facebook page for updated 

calendar events and degree work.

Continued from page 4

In a few moments Washington rose to 

speak.  The summons of his country to 

serve awakened in him, he said, a dis-

trustful scrutiny of his qualifications. He 

believed himself unpracticed in civil ad-

ministration. Yet, he sensed a transcen-

dent proof in the high regard of his fellow 

citizens to negate his doubts.

The first act of office, he declared, should 

be supplications t the Almighty Being who 

rules the universe that the government 

and functions allotted to him would be 

successful. He added that every step in 

the country's contest for independence 

had been distinguished by some token of 

providential agency.

Because he had not sought the office of 

President he did not find it necessary to 

address any commitments. He asked to be 

excused from the Constitutional require-

ment to recommend measures to the Con-

gress judged necessary to be acted upon. 

He preferred to offer a tribute due to the 

talents, rectitude, and patriotism of the 

members of Congress. On the need for 

any amendments to the Constitution needed 

for any amendments to the Constitution pro-

vided by Article V, and requested by some of 

the states, Washington said he would depend 

on Congress discernment. On a matter per-

sonally affecting him, he renounced compen-

sation as President, just as he had done when 

appointed General in Chief of the Army.

In conclusion, he remarked, the foundation of 

our national policy will be laid on the pure and 

immutable principles of private morality, eter-

nal rules or order, and the destiny of the re-

public model of government was staked on the 

experiment entrusted to the hands of the 

American people.

Upon completion of his address President 

Washington, Vice President Adams, members 

of Congress, and public figures who participat-

ed in the ceremony in Federal Hall walked to 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church where the Senate 

Chaplain, Reverend Samuel Provost, conduct-

ed a prayer service. After the Te Deum was 

sung Washington left the church and entered 

his carriage to return to the Presidents man-

sion.

The public then went off to celebrate. As the 

evening stars began to shine bonfires were 

lighted and candles placed in the windows 

of many homes. A dense crowd of people 

filled the streets.

After dinner at his home the President, ac-

companied by his aide Colonel David Hum-

phrey and Secretary Tobias Lear, journeyed 

down lower Broadway to the home of Chan-

cellor Livingston where they watched the 

resplendent display of fireworks. At 10 

o'clock Washington walked home, the 

throng of people blocked the passage of his 

carriage.

Brother Washington's public and private 

life epitomized the teachings of our Masonic 

Fraternity as they pertain to the Supreme 

Architect of the Universe, our country, and 

our fellow creatures.

Throughout his life he answered his fellow 

citizens claims on his kind offices.

His public service tasks symbolized the 

shaping of a perfect ashlar into a military 

victory for our independence, the prepara-

tion of our Constitution, and the inaugura-

tion of our first presidency.


