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Masters Message

Greetings from the East,

Our last stated meeting was well attended. The DDGM presented a very informative and en-
tertaining program. At the close he presented the lodge with a framed print of George Wash-
ington kneeling in Prayer at Valley Forge, it is on display near the tilers chair.

The lodge currently has one Fellow Craft working as well as two Entered Apprentices. We
are anticipating work in Master Mason degree in March. You will be notified when the date
is set. We also have a petition for final reading scheduled for March 4th.

The Main topic for business matters will focus on unpaid dues. Brethren if you have unpaid
dues from past years and are aware of this situation please make contact with the lodge sec-
retary to inform him of any issues you have or may be having at present. This is very impor-
tant. Grand lodge expects each lodge to pay for each member which we do, but if you do not
pay your dues your lodge must bare the burden. Currently this amount is substantial and
could cause dues increases for those members who stay current.

Our planned Program for March 4th is to be presented by the District Education Officer and
Lodge Services Representative. Please come join us for dinner at 6:30 pm prior to our stated
meeting. A $10 donation per plate is requested. Wives and family members as well as prop-
erly invited guests are most welcome.

Last Saturday Morning Breakfast will be held from 8 am to 10 am Saturday March 28th,
please come out and enjoy the fellowship and good food.

Finally brethren I would like to thank the members who faithfully support the lodge with
your attendance and encourage the rest of us to come and share the joys of masonry with us.

Sincerely & Fraternally,
Harry Wesley Hammack
Worshipful Master

Events

MARCH 4
Dinner ($10)
Stewart C Payne
Social Hall
6:30

Stated Communication
7:30 pm

MARCH 6
Order of the Eastern
Star # 6

7:30 pm

MARCH 20
Hiram Royal Arch
Chapter No. 45
Stated Convocation

7:30 pm

MARCH 28
Last Saturday
Breakfast
Stewart C Payne
Social Hall
8:00 am
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Masonic Birthdays

Allen W. Derflinger March 2, 1968
Robert Neville Patton March 9, 2005
Billy Lane Chapman March 19, 1980
Edward W. Hughes March 23, 1966

Arthur Alvin Hisersman

David Joe Melton

2005 - Wor. Neil Gene Lilly

2007 - Wor. Darryl Bowser

2008 - Wor. Larry Lee Adams, Il
2009 - RW Joel David Ratliff, Sr.
2010 - RW Kevin Joseph Davidson
2011 - RW Kevin Joseph Davidson
2012 - RW Scott Douglas Cabazolo
2013 - Wor. Dennis Mark Haas
2014 - Wor. Melton Roland, Jr.

Living Past Masters:

1963 - Wor. William Newton Wood

1968 - RW Ward Easton Myers, Jr.
1975 - Wor. Ronald Grant McManus, Sr.
1977 - Wor. Edward William Ahlers
1978 - Wor. Harry Wesley Hammack, Jr.
1979 - Wor. William Amos Hall

1982 - Wor. Darryl E. Windham, Jr.
1985 - Wor. Robert Keith McMillen

1991 - Wor. Timothy Darr

1993 - Wor. Raymond Mickey Moats
1995 - RW Charles Randal Seaford
1998 - RW Arthur Alvin Heiserman

1999 - Wor. Charles Edward Davis

2001 - Wor. David Martin Zuckerman
2002 - RW Scott Douglas Cabazolo
2004 - Wor. Robert Mitchell Cairnes

Living PDDGM:

1985 - RW Ward Easton Myers, Jr.
2001 - RW Arthur Alvin Heiserman
2003 - RW Charles Randal Seaford
2005 - RW Scott Douglas Cabazolo
2007 - RW Kevin Joseph Davidson
2010 - RW George Oscar Glavis
2013 - RW Joel David Ratliff

Masonic Humor

The Worshipful Master of our Lodge found a bottle with a Genie in it. In
accordance with custom, the Genie offered to grant him a wish.

"OK," said the WM, "I've always wanted to go to Hawaii, but I hate to fly.
So my wish is for you to build a bridge so I can drive to Hawaii."

"I can’t do that!!!" exclaimed the Genie. "Don’t you know that’s impossi-
ble? No Genie could do that. It’s too far, the water is too deep, it’s just
totally beyond anybody’s power. You will have to make another wish."

"OK," said the Master. "I wish that at our next Stated Meeting all the old
PMs would just get along and not cause any trouble, not have to tell us
how they did it their year, not complain about the ritual, not put down
the current officers ... just sit on the sidelines and behave!"

"Hmmmmm," said the Genie. "Do you want that bridge with 2 lanes or
4??11

John Haywood Thomas III

March 23, 1977
March 24, 1976
March 29, 2000

Stated Agenda

6:30 PM
Dinner

Stewart C. Payne Social Hall
$10.00

7:30 PM
Open Master Masons Lodge

7:45 PM
Introductions

8:00 PM
Administrative Matters

8:30 PM
Program

9:00 PM
Close Master Masons Lodge

“I was built by a Freemason|”




Royal Arch Chapter

Companions,

I hope this message finds each of you and your family well.
Although we experienced significant cold and snowy winter weather,
your chapter had a busy month in February and it appears that the
momentum is carrying on into March.

We made an official visit to another chapter, assisted in conferring the Mark Master and Council
Degrees on several candidates and hosted the quarterly Bev Armel School of Instruction.

On March 17th we will assist in conferring the Most Excellent Masters Degree at Shenandoah
RAC No. 17 and open our stated convocation on the 20th at 7:30 pm.

On Saturday, April 18th at 8:30 am we will assist in conferring the Holy Royal Arch Degree at Lu-
ray RAC No 4.

Please make every effort to attend your chapter meetings, support the degree conferrals or learn a
part and participate. This is a good first step for each of us to take to better educate ourselves in
the lessons taught in the Royal Arch. Support our charities; the Alzheimer's association and Proj-
ect Lifesaver as well as the Memory Unit at the Masonic Home. Remember donating your time is
the best charity of all as it can never be repaid.

Holiness to the Lord,
Ex. Glenn Edward Mayes
High Priest
Hiram RAC No. 45

The Lesson Taught by the Three Great Lights

The Masonic Monthly 1865
DUKE OF SUSSEX. George Helmer FPS

The three chief symbols of the ancient Frater- Self-consciousness and freedom of the

nity Masons were the Bible, Square and Com- mind are the special prerogatives, which
pass. In the mediaeval lodge they were always belong to man alone, of all created beings.
to be found on the Master’s table, and were
termed the “three great lights.” The old Lec-

tures declare that the Bible was given to the

All the rest of nature obeys eternal immu-
table laws; but the will of man belongs to a
different sphere, in which the ideas of
Craft to rule and govern their faith; the cause and effect, as found in the material
Square, to square their actions; the Compass, world, are of no authority. Man is subject
to keep them within bounds with all men, par- only to those laws, which he gives himself.
ticularly with a brother.

What use then should man make of this
Thus, in these symbols, still preserved and re- privileged autonomy of self-government,
vered by the Fraternity of the present day, as that he may prove worthy of this high pre-
the furniture of the lodge, we recognize the
identical ideas, which constitute the basis of actions? By what square should he con-
modern masonry. struct those laws, which he gives himself?
In the center of this group of symbols is placed There can be but one simple answer to
the Square, (Norma, the law) “to square our

actions,” - that is to say, the Moral Law. principle of his actions may be exalted to a

rogative? What principle should govern his

these questions, namely: “so to act, that the

law of nature; to act in that manner
only in which he thinks that He who
has given to nature its immutable
laws, would have compelled him to
act, had He chosen to introduce com-
pulsion into the realm of mind, in or-
der to realize his design.”

This principle of the moral law gains
dignity and sanctity, through the idea
of the Deity, symbolized by the Bible
in conjunction with the Square.

Were Nature but the aggregate of ac-
cidental and transitory phenomena,
without internal organism, it would
be immaterial whether man, as a free
being, sought to act in harmony with
it, or whether, as might suit his plea-
sure or caprice, he forcibly en-
croached upon this, to him, strange
world of phenomena.

But beneath all the diversity of this
world of phenomena, there lies a uni-
ty, - beneath the changing, an un-
changeable, - beneath the whole, an
eternal order, - the Absolute, the Dei-
ty, - before whom our views and con-
templations of time and space, are as
nothing.

When we elevate ourselves to this
idea, and under its influence apply
the Square, we then assume the char-
acter of free-will co-laborers on the
building of the moral system of the
world, and therefore, the moral law is
necessarily a holy law, and requires
for its maintenance no mean incen-
tive, no fear of punishment, nay, not
even the hope of a reward. He who
suffers himself to be influenced by
these selfish motives divests himself
of the dignity of a freeman, and falls
to the level of a miserable slave or ve-
nal mercenary, when he should be a
master of himself, doing good for the
sake of doing good alone, and therein
finding a sufficient reward.

The individual having adopted these
ideas, and beholding by his aide a
Continued on page 4



Continued on from page 3

multitude of beings, formed and en-
dowed as himself, must recognize in
them co laborers on the moral system of
the world; it must be evident to him that
the realm of mind, like that of the materi-
al world, is also a great organic whole, to
which he stands in the relation of an indi-
vidual member merely. If then he would
remain faithful to his principles, and tru-
ly honor the Square, he must act in reci-
procity with these, his fellows and equals,
and not only not impede them in their
designs, (here we have the idea of
justice) but also make their de-

signs his own, (the idea of love,)

and thus, he finally attains to the

idea of humanity, as a superior

unity, his relation to which is
symbolized by the Compass the
instrument with which the archi-

tect describes the circles on his

plan and defines the relations ex-

isting between the separate parts

and the whole.

Our “three great Lights” thus

point us to the idea of the individual man
as a free-will subject of the. moral law,
ennobled through the idea of the Deity,
and reminded of his destiny by the idea
of universal humanity.

It is evident from the explanation given
in the ancient ritual, that the Bible is not
here meant to be the source of a positive
religious creed, for like the Square and
Compass, it is explicitly alluded to as sig-
nifying something else, and indeed it sig-
nifies a great light that beams on
Masonry, that is to say, an idea, the
knowledge of which is necessary to us, if
we would act with justice, and that idea is
the idea of the Deity.

It follows, therefore, that the Fraternity
may not question the individual as to his
idea of the Deity, for it neither uses vio-
lence towards conscience, nor tolerates
hypocrisy; the religious belief of the indi-
vidual is left to himself as a private mat-
ter, which he must settle with his own
faith and powers of comprehension.

We sometimes find the opinion expressed
that only the professors of a certain reli-
gious creed are fit to be Freemasons, but
this is directly at variance with the pure
doctrine of Masonry. It is certainly true that
the practical portion of the Christian doc-
trine, the universal love of man, first taught
by Christ, is also the essence of Masonry,
and thus we might indeed say, that he who
does not acknowledge this doctrine cannot
be a Mason; but this would simply be tau-
tology and mean nothing more, but that he
who does not comprehend the foundation

of Masonry cannot co-operate in its build-
ing.

But what right have we to go farther and
say, that he who is not outwardly accepted
into the community of Christians or who
does not believe in the truth of all the his-
torical and speculative tenets taught by the
church, can be no brother of ours, even
though he has adopted the practical portion
of the Christian doctrine and actually lives
up to it?

Dare we say that he is not worthy of our
brotherly love? Would not this be falsifica-
tion a mutilation of the practical Christian
doctrine itself? - Would we not thus substi-
tute in the place of that universal mankind
which we are to love, a posthumous picture
of a new chosen people ? In what else then
consists the progress of Judaism to Christi-
anity, if not in the fact that it had torn down
every barrier, every obstacle to the love of
our neighbor, that it has opened our hearts
toall ?

In what then would consist the superior-
ity of Christianity over Judaism, if it had
merely changed the form, or altered the
position of those barriers, but left them
barriers still?

Or, can we say that he who does not out-
wardly acknowledge Christ, the Messiah,
is not fit for that universal love taught by
him?

Is this practical Christianity then, some-

thing that is of value or authority, mere-
ly because at some time or in some
place, it was invented or devised,
and that consequently he only can
receive who acknowledges the su-
premacy and peculiar vocation of
Him who first uttered it?

Is its truth dependent upon the le-
gitimacy of its first teacher, depen-
dent on the truth of any one
historical fact and the belief in that
fact?

Is man, then, indeed merely a wild
plant, which though guarded with the
tenderness care, can mature no worthy
fruit, unless a worthier question is en-
grafted on it?

No, my brethren, no 1

The Christian moral law and the law of
Masonry is no invention, it is but the
discovery of a truth as old as man him-
self. It was written on the heart of the
first man, though man indeed only
learned to read it in the course of time.
It may be compared to an ancient faded
palimpsest, which some ignorant monk
has used as parchment on which to tran-
scribe his legends, and which some fu-
ture fortunate inquirer has successfully
restored and deciphered.

To say that he who does not believe in
the historical Christ cannot adopt his
doctrine, and is unfit to practice it, is to
say as much, as that be who believes not
in Johannes Guttenberg can never read
a book!

Continued on last page
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Or that he who believes not in Christopher
Columbus cannot believe in the existence
of America!

Or that he who believes not in Pythagoras
can never perceive that the square de-
scribed on the hypotenuse of a right-angled
triangle is equivalent to the sum of the
squares described on the two other sides!
Or that he who does not believe in the an-
cient building corporations and is no archi-
tect, can never be a Freemason!

These views are confirmed by two ancient
documents of our Fraternity. In the so-
called Constitutions of York, the third
charge ordains that “You shall be friendly
toward all men, and so far as you can, pre-
serve true friendship with them, and not
hinder them because they are of a different
religion or opinion.” And the fourth charge
runs thus: “In particular you must be ever
faithful to one another, instruct and aid
each other in the art, and also do among
you as you would that others should do un-
to you. Should a brother offend, or other-
wise do wrong, all must aid him to make
good his fault, until he has amended.”

In the so-called Examination of a Mason under
Henry VI.; among the “Arts of Masonry” is
mentioned “the skill of becoming good and per-
fect, without the help of fear and hope.”

Thus, these ancient Masons taught and prac-
ticed a nobler art, a purer morality than that
which was taught and practiced in the Eleusini-
an Mysteries, of which Sophocles could only
say: “O, thrice happy he, who beholds this con-
secration, he goeth down comforted into the
lower world. Such only are permitted to dwell
there, for all others only horrors wait!”

These facts should convince us that we have no
reason to be ashamed of our actual ancestors in
the culture of humanity and as teachers in the
art of life, that we lose none of our internal
worth by relinquishing our claims of being in-
heritors of Egyptian and Eleusinian Mysteries,
or of numbering among our ancestors the
builders of the Solomonian Temple.

In conclusion, we will cite one passage more,
from the Examination, before alluded to, which
in its very simplicity will speak more forcibly to
our hearts than any flow of rhetorical eloquence
that could be employed:

“Q. Do Masons love each other mightily as hath
been said? A. Yea verily, and it may not other-

wise be; for good men and true, knowing
each other to be such, do always love the
more as they be more good.”

POTS

Masonry is one of the most sublime and per-
fect institutions that ever was formed for the
advancement of happiness and general good
of mankind; creating, in all its varieties, uni-
versal benevolence and brotherly love. It
holds out allurements so captivating as to in-
spire the Brotherhood with emulation to
deeds of glory, such as must command,
throughout the world, veneration and ap-
plause, and such as must entitle those who
perform them to dignity and respect. It
teaches us those useful, wise and instructive
doctrines upon which alone true happiness is
founded; and at the same time affords those
easy paths by which we attain the rewards of
virtue; it teaches us the duties which we owe
to our neighbor, never to injure him in any
one situation, but to conduct ourselves with
justice and impartiality; it bids us not to di-
vulge the mystery to the public, and it orders
us to be true to our trust, and above all
meanness and dissimulation, and in all our
vocations to perform religiously that which
we ought to do.

Harry (Wes) Hammack, Jr.
Worshipful Master

Joseph (Jeph) Embree

Senior Warden

Webster (Wes) Theodore Cameron

Junior Warden

2015 Officers

Stephen Craig Wheeler Ray Nourha

Treasurer

Kevin Paul Walek

Secretary Chaplain

Kevin McCullough

Senior Deacon

Junior Deacon

Charles Seaford

Jerome Meehan

Senior Steward

Junior Griffith

Junior Steward

Edward Bull
Marshal

Henry (Hank) Elith Larsen, Jr.

Tiler

visit our web site at

http: //www.unity146.org

and our Facebook page for updated

calendar events and degree work.

www.Facebook.com/UnityLodge 146




