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 April brings us to Easter Day - 

the festival of Memory and 

Hope.  That a day in spring 

should be set apart in praise of 

the victory of Life is in accord 

with the fitness of things, as if 

the seasons of the soul were 

akin to the season of the 

year.  It unites faith with life; it 

links the fresh buds of spring 

with the ancient pieties of the 

heart.  It finds in Nature, with its 

rhythm of winter and summer, a 

ritual of hope and joy. 

 

So run the records of all 

times.  Older than our era, East-

er has been a day of feast and 

song in all lands and among all 

peoples.  By a certain instinct 

man has found in the seasons a 

symbol of his faith, the blos-

soming of his spirit attuned to 

the wonder of the awakening of 

the earth from the white death 

of winter.  A deep chord in him 

answers to the ever-renewed 

resurrection of Nature, and that 

instinct is more to be trusted 

than all philosophy.  For in Na-

ture there is no death, but only 

living and living again. 

Something in the stir of spring, 

in the reviving earth, in the tide 

of life overflowing the world, in 

the rebirth of the flowers, be-

gets an unconscious, involun-

tary renewal of faith in the heart 

of man, refreshing his hope.  So 

he looks into the face of each 

new spring with a heart strange-

ly glad, and strangely sad too, 

touched by tender memories of 

springs gone by never to return, 

softened by thoughts of “those 

who answer not, however we 

may call.” 

Truly, it is a day of Hope and 

Courage in the heart of 

man.  Hope and Courage we 

have for the affairs of daily life; 

but here is a Hope that leaps 

beyond the borders of the 

world, and a Courage that faces 

eternity.  For that Easter stands, 

in its history, its music, its re-

turning miracle of spring - for 

the putting off of the tyranny of 

time, the terror of the grave, 

and the triumph of the flesh, 

and the putting on of immortali-

ty.  Men can work with a brave 

heart and endure many ills if he 

feels that the good he strives 

for here, and never quite at-

tains, will be won elsewhere. 

 

There is something heroic, 

something magnificent in the 

refusal of a man to let death 

have the last word.  Time out of 

mind, as far back as we can 

trace human thought - in sign or 

symbol - man has refused to 

think of the grave as the coffin 

lid of a dull and mindless world 

descending upon him at last.  It 

was so in Egypt five thousand 

years ago, and is so today.  At 

the gates of the tomb he defies 

the Shadow he cannot escape, 

and asserts the worth of his 

soul and its high destiny.  Surely 

this mighty faith is its own best 

proof and prophecy, since man 

is a part of Nature, and what is 

deepest in him is what nature 

has taught him to hope. 
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Behold how good and pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in Unity!  
 - Psalms 133.1 - 
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UPCOMING DATES 

04/07 – Unity 146 Stated Commu-

nication @ 730p. NO MEAL WILL BE 

SERVED  

04/29 – Thermal Shelter Dinner 

provided/served by Unity 146 @ 7p. 

TBD– Blue Lodge Ritual Practice @ 

630p 

04/24 – Unity Lodge Breakfast @ 

8a  — CANCELLED 

—————— 

04/06 – Luray Commandery #19 — 

@ 730p Virtual Meeting 

04/02 – Order of the Eastern Star 

#6 @ 7p 

04/16 – RAC Hiram #45 @ 730p 

Virtual Meeting 

04/13 & 04/27 – Shenandoah 

Valley DeMolay @ 630p  —  TBD 

04/24 – Sojourners Meeting @ 8a  

—  TBD 

—————— 

TRAVELING MAN 

TBD 
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For some of us Easter has other meanings than those dug up 

from the folklore of olden time.  Think how you will of the 

lovely and heroic figure of Jesus, it is none the less His day, 

dedicated to the pathos of His Passion and the wonder of His 

Personality.  For some of us His Life of Love is the one ever-

lasting romance in this hard old world, and its ineffable ten-

derness seems to blend naturally with the thrill of springtime, 

when the finger of God is pointing to the new birth of the 

earth.  No Brother will deny us the joy of weaving Easter lilies 

with Acacia leaves, in celebration of a common hope. 

The legend of Hiram and the life of Jesus tell us the same 

truth; one in fiction and the other in fact.  Both tragedies are 

alike profoundly simple, complete and heartbreaking - each a 

symbol not only of the victory of man over death, but of his 

triumph over the stupidity and horror of evil in himself and in 

the world.  In all the old mythologies, the winter comes be-

cause the ruffian forces of the world strike down and slay the 

gentle spirit of summer; and this dark tragedy is reflected in 

the life of man - making a mystery no mortal can solve, save 

as he sees it with courage and hope. 

Jesus was put to death between two thieves outside the city 

gate.  The Master Builder was stricken down in the hour of 

His Glory, His Prayer choked in His Own Blood.  Lincoln was 

shot on Good Friday, just as the temple of Unity and Liberty 

was about to be dedicated.  Each was the victim of sinister, 

cunning, brutal, evil force - here is the tragedy of our race, 

repeated in every age and land, as appalling as it is univer-

sal, and no man can fathom its mystery. 

Yet, strangely enough, the very shadow which seems to de-

stroy faith, and make it seem futile and pitiful, is the fact 

which created the high, heroic faith of humanity, and keeps it 

alive.  Love, crucified by Hate; high character slain by low 

cunning!  Death victorious over life - man refuses to accept 

that as the final meaning of the world.  He demands justice 

in the name of God and his own soul.  The Master Builder is 

betrayed and slain; his enemies are put to death - that satis-

fies the sense of justice.  Jesus dies with a prayer of for-

giveness on His lips; Judas makes away with himself - and 

the hurt is partly healed. 

But is that all?  On the mount of Crucifixion, by the outwork-

ing of events, goodness and wickedness met the same mud-

dy fate - is that the meaning of the world?  The Master Build-

er and his slayers are alike buried - is that the end?  Are we 

to think that Jesus and Judas sleep in the same dust, all 

values erased, all issues settled in the great silence?  In the 

name of reason it cannot be true, else chaos were the crown 

of cosmos, and mud more mighty than mind! 

When man, by his insight and affirmation of his soul, holds it 

true, despite all seeming contradiction, that virtue is victori-

ous over brutal evil, and Life is Lord of Death, and that the soul is as 

eternal as the moral order in which it lives, the heart of the race has 

found the truth.  Argument is unnecessary; the great soul of the world 

we call God is just.  Here is the basis of all religion and the back-

ground of all philosophy.  From the verdict of the senses and the logic 

of the mind, man appeals to the justice of God, and finds peace. 

Thou wilt not leave us in the dust; 

Thou maddest man, he knows not why, He thinks he was not made to 

die; 

And thou has made him; Thou art just. 

With what overwhelming impressiveness this faith is set forth in the 

greatest Degree of Freemasonry, the full meaning and depth of which 

we have not yet begun to fathom, much less realize.  Edwin Booth was 

right when he said that the Third degree of Masonry is the profound-

est, the simplest, the most heart-gripping tragedy known among 

men.  Where else are all the elements of tragedy more perfectly blend-

ed in a scene which shakes the heart and makes it stand still?  It is 

pathetic,  It is confounding.  Everything seems shattered and lost.  Yet, 

somehow, we are not dismayed by it, because we are made to feel 

that there is a Beyond - the victim is rather set free from life than de-

prived of it. 

Without faith in the future, where the tangled tragedies of this world 

are made straight, and its weary woe is healed, despair would be our 

fate.  By this faith men live and endure in spite of ills.  Its roots go 

deeper than argument, deeper than dogma, deeper than reason, as 

deep as infancy and old age, as deep as love and faith - older than 

history - that the power which weaves in silence, robes of white for the 

lilies or red for the rose, will the much more clothe our spirits with a 

moral beauty that shall never fade.  
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But there is a still deeper meaning in the Third Degree of 

Masonry, if we have eyes to see and ears to hear.  It is not 

explained in the lectures; it is hardly hinted at in the 

lodge.  Yet it is as clear as day, if we have insight.  The De-

gree ends not in a memorial, but in the manifestation of the 

Eternal Life.  Raised from the dead level to a living perpen-

dicular by the strong grip of faith, the Master Builder lives by 

the power of an endless life.  That is to say, Masonry symboli-

cally initiates us into Eternal Life here and now, makes us 

citizens of eternity in time and bids us live and act according-

ly.  Here is the deepest secret Masonry has to teach - that we 

are immortal here and now; that death is nothing to the soul; 

that eternity is today. 

When shall we become that which we are?  When shall we, 

who are sons of the Most High, born of His Love and Power, 

made in His Image, and endowed with His Deathless Life, 

discover who we are, whence we came, and whither we tend, 

and live a free, joyous, triumphant life which belongs of right 

to immortal spirits!  Give a man an hour to live, and you put 

him in a cage.  Extend it to a day, and he is freer.  Give him a 

year, and he moves in larger orbit and makes his plans.  Let 

him know that he is a citizen of an eternal world, and he is 

free indeed, a master of life and time and death - a Master 

Mason. 

Thus Acacia leaves and Easter lilies unite to give us the hint, 

if not the key to a higher heroism and cheer, even “the glory 

of going on and still to be;” a glory which puts new meaning 

and value into these our days and years - so brief at their 

longest, so broken at their best, their achievements so transi-

ent, and so quickly forgotten.  Sorrows come, and heartache, 

and loneliness unutterable, when those we love fall into the 

great white sleep; but the sprig of Acacia will grow in our 

hearts, if we cultivate it, watering it the while with our tears, 

and at last it will be not a symbol but a sacrament in the 

house of our pilgrimage. 

 

What to you is Shadow,  

to Him is Day,  

And the end He Knoweth; 

Thy spirit goeth; 

The steps of Faith 

Fall on a seeming void,  

and find A rock beneath. 

 

 

Community Builder Awarded to Michelle Smeltzer 

I would like to thank everyone  that came out on March 4th to help me 

with the presentation of the Community Builders award to Michelle 

Smeltzer, to include our own District Deputy Grand Master, Rite Wor-

shipful Mark Pennypacker.  Mrs. Smeltzer was identified as a worthy 

recipient by Worshipful Will Bryan as he was instrumental orchestrat-

ing an alliance between So Mote It Beef BBQ and the Thermal Shelter 

this year. 

Mrs. Smeltzer was recognized for her work both with the Warren Coun-

ty Department of Social Services as well as all of her personal time 

which she has devoted to standing up the Thermal Shelter and her 

work with the homeless in our community. 

Smeltzer acknowledged for her work above and beyond for 

those in need – Royal Examiner  

https://royalexaminer.com/smeltzer-acknowledged-for-her-work-above-and-beyond-for-those-in-need/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=smeltzer-acknowledged-for-her-work-above-and-beyond-for-those-in-need&utm_term=2021-03-06&fbclid=IwAR3tDpOovYuI-EeOi1d5
https://royalexaminer.com/smeltzer-acknowledged-for-her-work-above-and-beyond-for-those-in-need/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=smeltzer-acknowledged-for-her-work-above-and-beyond-for-those-in-need&utm_term=2021-03-06&fbclid=IwAR3tDpOovYuI-EeOi1d5
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On April 17th at the 15th Street Field, the Warren 

County Sheriff’s Office and our So Mote It Beef BBQ team will 

be co-hosting their very first ever youth football camp. This 

will be a free event to the youth of our community from 10am

-4pm. Shenandoah University Football will be running the 

actual camp and putting the youth through drills.  This also 

provides a local school an opportunity to headhunt and re-

cruit talent from their own backyard. Former Redskins Dar-

naian McCants and Robert Henson will also be on hand to 

assist as well.  

A silent auction will be held to raise money for our 

various charitable organizations, so if you have anything that 

you would like to donate, please contact Worshipful Brother 

Will Bryan. Currently we will have some signed Redskins 

memorabilia, Portable TV’s, a Golf bag from Elijah Craig and 

other golf related items.  

This being the first year and not knowing fully what 

to expect as far as our youth turn out, if it is within the length 

of your cabletow, please let us know if you are able to assist 

at the event. I am sure Worshipful Brother Will Bryan can find 

a spot for you. Our So Mote It Beef BBQ team will be cooking 

hot dogs and burgers for the kids and parents alike and will 

have some amazing pulled pork as always. Our Royal Arch 

brothers will be raising money for this year’s Walk to END 

Alzheimer’s for both the north and south parts of our district. 

Please contact either Worshipful Brother Kevin Walek or 

Worshipful Brother Will Bryan if you wish to help at that table. 

C&C Frozen Treats will have their bus there and will be do-

nating a portion of the proceeds to the Lodge for our chari-

ties; so please support “Wild” Willy and have some delicious 

ice cream.  

Finally, my brethren, if you know of any youth, 

coach or mentors please make them aware we have sign-up 

sheets for this event.  A sign-up sheet can be emailed to you 

or you can pick up one at one of our fine sponsors: On-Cue, 

C&C Frozen Treats, Royal Family Bowling Center, Anthony’s 

Pizza, and the Virginia Beer Museum. Please support our 

local sponsors as they are supporting us. Event t-shirts will 

be for sale as well for $20.00 each, please let Worshipful 

Brother Will Bryan know if you would like to purchase one so 

he orders enough.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank you all in advance and large 

thank you to Brother Mark Butler for his original idea and the faith in 

us to pull off this event. Thanks go to Brother Johnny Lovins for his 

help behind the scenes and especially to Worshipful Brother Will Bryan 

for without his tireless planning and work, this event would not be hap-

pening. This is the first of many community driven events that we can 

either conduct or participate in, so please let us have a great day of 

fellowship and community building. I personally cannot wait to see all 

the pictures and hear all the stories we will share together.  

1st Annual Youth Football Camp 



2021 Unity Lodge Officers 

Worshipful Master - Charles William Taggart 

Senior Warden -   William Allen Bryan 

Junior Warden -   Robert Fred Nickols, Jr. 

Treasurer -   Harry Wesley Hammack, Jr. 

Secretary -   Kevin Paul Walek 

Senior Deacon -   Raymond Christof Nouhra 

Junior Deacon -   Alan Scott Truax 

Chaplain -   Richard Allen Baker 

Marshal -   Junior Franklin Griffith  

Tiler -    Edward Neal Powell, Jr.  

Senior Steward -  Mark Butler 

Junior Steward -  Cole Hasse 
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Units Collected 

 

140 

% of Membership 

Strength 

112% 

As the seasons begin to change and the 

weather turns colder, please remember 

the less fortunate in our community.  To 

this end, Unity Lodge, On Cue and the Virginia Beer Mu-

seum will have donation boxes available for coats, sweat 

clothes and socks.  If you find it within your means, 

please contribute as liberally as you can to this cause. 

 

Unity Lodge has also agreed to provide a monthly meal 

for the Thermal Shelter beginning on November 5th.  If 

you are able to assist in this endeavor, please contact 

Bro. Will Bryan to sign up.   

 

Our next meal will be provided on April 29th. 
 

 

 

 

Teddy Bear Fund 
 

This year we will attempt to implement a Teddy Bear 

fund for the First Responders in Warren County.  This 

charitable campaign uses our donations to purchase 

teddy bears which will be given to children in crisis by 

our Sheriff Deputies, Police and Fire Fighters within our 

community.   This project has been very successful  for 

Winchester-Hiram Lodge as well as other Lodges in the 

area, and I know that it will do well here with your gener-

osity.  We will have a jar dedicated to the fund in Lodge, 

or you can send a check to our PO Box made out to Unity 

Lodge No. 146 with “TEDDYBEAR” written in the memo 

line. 

 

Unity Lodge No. 146 AF&AM 
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